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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To drastically suppress a false signal on a 
recording medium by dividing an area by a boundary line 
parallel with a grating direction, forming a diffraction 
grating only in one area including an optical axis and 
providing the boundary line in the range where 1st-order 
diffracted light is not made incident on a lens system 
in the diffraction element of an optical pickup. 

CONSTITUTION: Reflected light from the recording 
medium 7 is diffracted by the diffraction element 3 and 
the 1st-order diffracted . light is conducted to a 
photodetector 6. A focusing error signal FES is obtained 
by a main beam condensed on photodetector parts 6a 
and 6b out of the 1st-order diffracted light, and an 
information signal RF is obtained by the above-mentioned 
main beam and a main beam condensed on a 
photodetector part 6c. Then, a tracking error signal TES 
is obtained by a sub beam condensed on photodetector 
parts 6d and 6e. The diffracted light of the diffraction 
element 2 is diffracted by the diffraction element 3 and 
the 1st-order diffracted light is generated, which 
advances as illustrated by a virtual line A by the 
diffraction gratings 3a and 3b in the area 3e but is not 



made incident on a lens 4. Thus, the 1st-order 

diffracted light is not condensed on the recording 
medium 7. 
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